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| BY ERWIN BACH f
' Cameras were sirictly “ ver
_boter " in East Berlin theaters
’ ' and museums,
but Arthur
Wilson, Down-
Grove’
movie maker,
.found a way.
" He smuggled
his 16 mm.
camera fInside .
by hiding it in!

a brief case, :

i

Wilson

Recently returned from nine !

" Berliners.

:w_c(-.ka of filming in West and
, East Berlin, Wilson ran ‘into
tadventure: on nearly every

L
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- sireet. He was arrested and . !
questioned by East German po- . ‘h

.lice on one heart-stopping oc-
i casion, )
“Police in Tow

“I was photographing long &
< lines of+people waiting to buy
« food in the East Berlin section
. called Kopenick,”. he recalled.
;" Several people quizzed me
- about what I was' doing, and
*1 answered in'my self-devel-,!
- oped German that I was pre-
; paving a documentary cultire (
* film.” : .

“One )an thought the Ydea
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ti government -security, but that

“such as those | | 1. didn't know him’ personatly

‘carried by all | '

~know they were walting for

two inte ce ._Jaen the. they - Jeft without disturbin
okt #Em*n W-m disturbing
=Ty mlerstand ! Witon, - 5 with his

tioning, Wilson ha and spend all that money by |

with his makeshift
tho he was-told
would arrive later,
Explains Self .
“They kepl asking me if I!
knew Allen Dulles (director of
the central intelligence agen-
. €yl and why I was photograph-
-ing the pcople standing in
; line,” he said. *
i “1told them I thought Dulles
" had something to do with our

d to get by!
g,crfngan .ly_‘ hmu wm government.|.
& translator | support,” explained Wilson;
Convinces Palice

He was never touched or'
searched, and the car was pot
entered. Eveatually, Wilson
convinced them of his back.
ground as “camera fan—pri- |/
vate citizen type” and was
turned free, complete with his
camera and all the film he had
shot, X . :
When Wilson asked why he b
Was arrested, they told him it|
was because of a prison lo- ¥
cated up the street on which
he had been filming. He dis-}

'
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{which was true] and that 1
photographed the people be-
cause I wanted human inerest
scenes of East Berlin and didn't

food [which was not true],”|
added Wilson, . tever.,
After two hours, Wilson, who | An
ad not yet eaten, became cam
ungry. He told his interro- | the
ators that he wanted a half | de

h
g

e e

‘East Berlin

S

i

i

: missed this as an excuse, how-{ --

other close call for Wilsonf} -
e the day he photographed.) -

,May day parade .from a L
serted building roof in Eastf

!.
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i ;;:'l;’,‘.in“;;-,ﬁ;:ﬁh‘ b
» Fred Keitfer, alsg of}

Grave, shot 14,000 feet |
of 16 mm. color film for their ;
85 minute ‘movie to 'be called,
** Berlin—The Island City,"” dye | H
thruout’ the coun-

“ West Berlin is beautiful be-
yond imagination and thé peo-
ple there have a spirit and way
of life that is hard to equal,” )
concluded Wilson. *“When we

went {o Berlin, we hoped to :
keep politics out of our picture,
but it was there staring you |
in the face and knocking you
over the head. In fact, the dif-
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erence between the {wo sec-
tors has been known to drive
some vlsitprq into hysteria.”

4

liter of milk, a. bratwurst sau-|'Beflin. Ho was busy shooting| -~

sage, and some bread. Much | w
<0 his surprise, they
‘and got just that, ..

They allowed him to finish
his lurth before they started
Questionin

hen twe East German gol-|.

) tthem,” said Wilsoo, “ And they-
g again, this time by ! smiled and .waved back. Then, {
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“was ‘wunderbar, " continued -

! Wilson. * But one woman didn’t
tlike it too well, and when I:
‘moved on, T saw she followed '
j me with the police in tow.” i
! Wilson locked his car [he had

to take his camera along] and |

; followed the police into the lo- ;

O
]

cal calaboose.

LS
"I was ushered into & room,

“and from tnat time until my ',
reicase 312 hours later, I was -

never left alons, even to go to

« & rest room,” he saild. “In -

fact, the toilet was even ex-1" -

Approved For Release 2001/03/02

rubod o e pused narty and sawf
I sthiled and waved at|
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